Brookings Nature Park — Vision Statement & Program
August 16,2010

Vision Statement

Brookings Nature Park is a special place that is set apart from the City and its other fine parks.
Brooking Nature Park is a place where nature prevails and all humans are guests. As good
guests, humans should tread lightly on the land, undertaking only activities that have a minimal
impact on the park’s land, waters and wildlife, and that allow others to experience a sense of
solitude and the uniqueness of this special place.

Natural Resources

The park is a mosaic of open spaces, ponds and windbreak tree plantings. The land should be
managed to maintain, and in some instance enhance this diversity.

Habitat Diversity — The site’s vegetation should be actively managed to maintain its current
diversity of open meadow, open water and woodland-like shelterbelts. Natural tree growth of
cottonwoods and willow should be managed to maintain open grassland areas. Control of
introduced species such as Eastern redcedar, European buckthorn and Tatarian honeysuckle
should occur periodically to keep these species in check.

Develop a species management plan for the park, to control invasive species

Remove cottonwoods and willows from select grassland areas of the site

Restored Native Prairie — Non-native grasslands should be converted to native prairie species. To
decrease long-term maintenance costs and increase the landscape’s sustainability, the non-native
grasses on the former landfill should be converted to native prairie species. Due to the shallow
depths of soil on top of the landfill’s clay cap, it may be more appropriate to plant mid-grass
species like sideoats and blue gramma instead of the tall-grass species originally found on-site.
Restore native grasses on former landfill to create increased biologic diversity
Restore other grassland areas of site to native grasses

Stormwater Management — All storm water created on site should be managed on site. Best
Management Practices (BMPs) should be implemented to cleanse any runoff that reaches the
ponds prior to it entering the ponds. Eroded and eroding shoreline areas on the ponds should be
re-graded to create a stable shoreline and vegetated bank above normal water level.

Minimize paved areas on site through good road and parking lot design

Provide bioswales and rain gardens to receive and cleanse runoff from pavement
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will not be allowed. Use of sailboats or sailboards will not be allowed due to the relatively small
size of the ponds.

Accessible launch points should be provided in the east pond and middle pond.
Muscle-powered water craft are allowed and encouraged on the park’s ponds.
Provide one accessible launch area in the east pond and middle pond.

Walking and Bike Trails

Non-motorized uses will occur on a system of trails that provide access throughout the site. A
hierarchy of trail types will be developed on-site, matched to their intended use and the types of
landscape through which they pass. The park’s trails will connect the Brookings Bike Trail
which runs along the northern edge of the nature park.

Main Trail — A main trail will pass through the park, generally following the existing
road. It will connect at each end to the Brookings Bike Trail. This trail will be the same
width as the Brookings Bike Trail which is 8°-0”.

Side Trails — On two of the ponds a loop trail will encircle each pond, providing a
pleasant route to walk and easy access to the shoreline for fishing. Other side trails will
extend through the wetlands area on the western edge of site and extend up to the
overlook located on the former landfill hill. Side trails will be 5°-0” wide.

Exploration Trails — Other trails will be developed on-site which provide access to
various locales in the park. These trails will extend out from the paved side trails and
allow visitors to explore the site more. These trails may vary from wood chip-surfaced
trails to mowed trails in grass areas. The tread width on these natural surfaced trails will
be 24 inches.

Create an integrated system of accessible trails that allow all visitors to experience all
areas of the park

Provide a secondary system of non-paved trails that supplement the primary trail system

Winter Sports
Snow will not be removed from the park’s trails during the winter, to allow them to be used for

cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. An area on one of the ponds would be cleared to allow
ice skating and broom hockey.

Utilize the park’s trail system in the winter for skiing and snowshoeing

Provide ice skating area on one of the ponds

Utilize the nature center building as a warming hut, after it is constructed
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A dog park for exercise and interaction with other dogs will be located in another city park.
City to work with dog training advocates to develop a dog retrieval training area
City to site a dog park at another location

Program Elements

The various site improvements and facilities that will be developed within the Nature Park are
detailed in the following text, by geographic area within the park.

Wayvfinding & Park Entry Points

Wayfinding Directional Signage — A set of two directional road signs will alert visitors traveling
on 22™ Avenue that they are approaching the park and help to identify its new entry point. A
similar set of signs will be erected on 32™ Street to identify that entry to the park.

Park Entry Points — Three entry points are proposed along 22™ Avenue and 32™ Street. The
existing entry point from 22™ Avenue will serve as the east entry to the Nature Park. Two new
entries will be developed along 32™ Street. One will be near the site’s center point and the other
will be near the site’s southwest corner. At each entry point, a new 24 foot wide roadway will
extend into the site, terminating at a parking lot. Culverts will be required at each location to
convey flow in the road ditch. A stop sign is needed at each location to control traffic exiting the
park.

Park Identification Signs — A sign will identify the site as the Brookings Nature Park at each
vehicle entry. The double-sided signs will be placed perpendicular to the street near each entry,
outside of the safety “sight triangle”. A double-sided sign will be placed near the intersection of
22" Avenue and 32™ Street. This sign will be placed at a 45 degree angle (northwest to
southeast) to the intersection, outside of the safety “sight triangle”. A fourth sign, which will also
be double-sided, will be placed at the western terminus of the nature park’s main trail, to
welcome visitors arriving on the Brookings Bike Trail.

East Pond Area

East Parking Area — The road leading west from 22" Avenue will terminate in a 25 car parking
lot, which will include two designated accessible parking stalls. The parking area will be
designed so an additional 20 parking stalls can added if needed in the future. Sidewalks will be
included in the original construction, so the accessible parking stalls can be increased from two
to four simply by adding signs and symbols of accessibility on these stalls. The lot will have a
flow-through traffic pattern. The lot design will utilize a low-density concept to incorporate
greenspace within the parking lot footprint. The design will include landscape areas that can
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Accessible Fishing Pier — A floating accessible fishing pier will be located along the eastern edge
of the East Pond. This location will allow anglers to access the pond’s deeper water. The travel
distance from the parking lot to the pier will be approximately 500 feet.

Fishing Access Points — At several locations along the East Pond’s shoreline, a fishing access
point will extend into the pond. These points will consist of fill materials armored with rock rip-
rap to prevent erosion and allow for steep side slopes down to and below the water surface. A
paved walk will extend from the loop trail to the ends of the fishing access points. The walk
surface will be set to be about one foot above normal spring high water.

Main Trail

Main Trail — The main trail will be an eight-foot wide paved trail that begins on the northeast
corner of the site where the Brookings Bike Trail crosses 22" Avenue. The trail will extend
south along the west side of 22™ Avenue, crossing the two entry drives to the South Brook
Softball Complex. The trail will continue south to the existing park road. It will then follow the
existing park road until it rejoins the Brookings Bike Trail near the northwest pond. Visitors
diverting off the Brookings Bike Trail will enjoy a 1.20 mile loop through the nature park.
Visitors completing an entire loop that includes the Main Trail and a segment of the Brookings
Bike Trail will enjoy a 1.6 mile long ride or stroll.

Welcome Station & Orientation Map — A welcome station containing a park map, park rules and
regulations, and other information will be provided near each end of the main trail where it
intersects with the Brookings Bike Trail.

Historic County Bridge — The existing historic county bridge crossing the channel between the
middle and south ponds will remain in place as part of the Main Trail. Existing railings will be
supplemented to provide more pedestrian-appropriate railings. Boulders rip-rap will be placed
around the embankment at each end to protect the embankment from erosion.

Trail Benches — Six-foot long benches will be placed along the trail about every 750 feet to
provide a place for visitors to rest and enjoy the scenery. A three-by-three foot paved pad will be
placed at one end of the bench to provide a space for a person using a wheelchair to sit.

Prairie Shade Structures - To provide shaded seating areas in an unobtrusive manner along the
trails at key locations, it is proposed to create three open-air shelters with native grasses and
wildflowers planted on their roofs. Locations selected for these structures will provide sweeping
views of the park. These structures will use specially-designed lightweight soils with water
retaining gel compounds to minimize weight and provide proper growth of the grasses. The
concept behind these shelters ties directly to the prairie grass sod covered shacks called
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South Parking Area

South Parking Area — The road leading north from 32™ Street will terminate in a 25 car parking
lot, which will include two designated accessible parking stalls. Sidewalks will be included in the
original construction, so the accessible parking stalls can be increased from two to four simply
by adding signs and symbols of accessibility on these stalls. The lot will be designed with a flow-
through traffic pattern. The lot design will utilize a low-density concept to incorporate
greenspace within the parking lot footprint. The design will include landscape areas that can
serve as stormwater management BMPs to cleanse and infiltrate runoff. Passengers in vehicles
driving through the lot will be provided with a sweeping view of the middle pond so they can see
activity going on in the area. A five-foot wide paved walk will extend north from the parking lot
to the Main Trail.

Welcome Station & Orientation Map — A welcome station containing a park map, park rules and
regulations and other information will be provided near the parking lot. The station will be
located along the walk connecting to the Main Trail.

Pre-cast Concrete Vault Toilets — Two accessible vault toilets will be located near the parking
area to provide basic sanitary services. The toilets will be located along a paved trail with truck

access for servicing.

Middle Pond Area

Middle Pond Parking Area — The road leading north from 32" Street will terminate in a 28 car
parking lot, which will include two designated accessible parking stalls. The parking area will be
designed so an additional 20 parking stalls can added if needed in the future. Sidewalks will be
included in the original construction, so the accessible parking stalls can be increased from two
to four simply by adding signs and symbols of accessibility on these stalls. The lot will be
designed with a flow-through traffic pattern. The lot design will utilize a low-density concept to
incorporate greenspace within the parking lot footprint. The design will include landscape areas
that can serve as stormwater management BMPs to cleanse and infiltrate runoff. Passengers in
vehicles driving through the lot will be provided with a sweeping view of the middle pond so
they can see activity going on in the area. A five-foot wide paved walk will extend from the
parking lot to the Middle Pond Loop Trail.

Welcome Station & Orientation Map — A welcome station containing a park map, park rules and

regulations and other information will be provided near the parking lot. The station will be
located along the walk connecting to the Middle Pond Loop Trail.
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Interpretive Exhibit - Native Plant Landscaping — A wayside interpretive exhibit will be located
by the Nature Center’s entry plaza gardens and explain the benefits of using native plants in
home landscapes.

Animal Exhibits — South of the nature center there will be several large open pens to allow
seasonal exhibits of small fowl] or other native small animals. The idea is to provide families with
small children the opportunity to view these animals up close and to create repeat visitation. Park
visitors will not be allowed to come into contact with the animals.

Bench — A six-foot long bench will be placed on the entry plaza with a view to the adjacent
butterfly gardens.

The Wildland

Wildland Trail Loop — A five-foot wide paved trail with sections of boardwalk will extend
through the wetland area on the park’s west boundary. This trail will allow visitors to experience
the wonder of wetlands by passing between two large marshes. At several locations along the
boardwalk, its width will expand and benches will be provided for persons wishing to sit and
enjoy the setting. Walking this loop will provide visitors with a 0.3 mile long stroll.

Interpretive Exhibit — Wonder of Wetlands — A wayside interpretive exhibit will be located on
the boardwalk that explains the ecology and benefits of wetlands.

Natural-Surface Trail — A segment of natural-surface trail will extend west of the Wildland Trail
Loop to allow visitors to further explore the area. The corridor for this trail will be cleared of any
brush and mowed periodically.

South Brookings Fire Station & Training Site

Fire Training Site - Screen Plantings — A linear screen planting consisting of two rows of
deciduous trees and three rows of large shrubs will be planted along the north and west edges of
the area used for training purposes by the Brookings Fire Department.

Fire Station Plantings — Landscape plantings will be installed along 32™ Street to improve the
appearance of the fire station and help it blend better with the nature park.

Fire Station & Training Site Security Fence — To prevent park visitors from straying into the fire
department facilities, a six-foot high, black plastic chain link fence will be extended around the
site. Two gates will provide access to the enclosed area, with one 12-foot wide gate being west
of the fire station and one 24-foot wide gate being located east of the fire station.
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